BOUSFIELDS Inc.

Project No. 0379-2
November 28th, 2022

Environmental Registry of Ontario
Ministry of Municipal Affairs & Housing

Amendments to the Greenbelt Plan and
Ontario Regulation 59/05

To whom it may concern
Re: Proposed Amendments to the Greenbelt Plan (Greenbelt Act 2005)

and Greenbelt Area boundary Regulation (O. Reg. 59/05)
G8 Oshawa Investments Limited

Bousfields are planning consultants to G8 Oshawa Investments Limited, the owner of the
property located at 305 Columbus Road West in the City of Oshawa (“the Owner”), as
shown on Attachment 1 (legally described as Part of Lots14, 15 and 16, and Part of the
Road Allowance between Lots 14 and 15, Concession 6, hereinafter referred to as the
"subject lands"). On their behalf we are pleased to submit comments with respect to the
proposed amendments to the Greenbelt Plan (“the Plan”) and to Regulation 59/05 (“the
Regulation”) in accordance with the procedure set out on the Environmental Registry of
Ontario which is seeking comments by December 4%, 2022,

The subject lands are entirely located within the Region of Durham Urban Boundary with
the exception of a small area on the south side of Columbus Road, as shown on
Attachment 2." The subject lands also are included within the draft Columbus Part Il
Secondary Plan (“the Secondary Plan”) which is expected to be approved by the City of
Oshawa in the first quarter of 2023. The Secondary Plan includes over 1,000 ha of
developable lands and has policies designed to provide for the construction of over 11,000
units. The Secondary Plan area is adjacent to services and its approval will allow the units
in the community to be brought “on-stream” in order to help meet the provincial housing
target of 1.5 million new homes by 2031 in the Greater Golden Horseshoe.

With respect to the proposed amendments to the Greenbelt Plan, in support of the
anticipated growth, the Province is proposing to remove or redesignate 15 areas of land
totaling approximately 7,400 acres from the edge of the Greenbelt Area that are serviced
or adjacent to services and will be used to build housing in the near term. If the lands are
deleted from the Greenbelt, the landowners will be expected to develop detailed plans to
build housing and move forward with their projects quickly. It is the government’s
expectation that construction of these new homes would begin on these lands by no later

! The Region has recently recommended that all the lands on the south side of Columbus Road be included within
the urban boundary as they can be readily serviced and represent a logical extension of the Columbus community.
The boundary expansion will be included in the Durham Official Plan which is expected to be adopted in April
2023.
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than 2025, and that significant progress on approvals and implementation be achieved by
the end of 2023.

The subject site is traversed by the Greenbelt Plan (“the Plan”) as shown on Attachment
3. The Plan generally follows the valley lands of tributaries of the Oshawa Creek and its
associated woodlands. The Owner fully recognizes the importance of protecting the Creek
and maintaining the Greenbelt on its lands and is not seeking any significant changes to
the Plan which would affect these important features. However, the Plan in this location
follows a very generalized boundary, which in certain cases does not reflect the actual
natural features which are worthy of protection. The areas without any significant features
or their buffers have been identified by Stantec, based on a detailed evaluation in the field,
as part of Stantec’s role in preparing a subwatershed study for the Columbus Planning
Area on behalf of the City of Oshawa. These are shown on Attachment 4. Redefining
the Plan’s boundary to exclude these lands would result in an additional 7.75 ha being
included in the Columbus Community, which would allow additional housing to be built in
an area where services are readily available and development can be initiated as soon as
the Secondary Plan is approved.

Therefore, we would ask that the Province amend the boundary of the Plan, as shown on
Attachment 5. This amendment would help the province to meet its housing target by
2031, fully respects the intent and purpose of Bill 23 and fully respects the Province’s
vision for the protection of the Greenbelt.

We would be pleased to provide you with additional information with respect to these
comments.

Yours truly,

Bousfields Inc.

1 \g bl teon

Lindsay Dale-Harris M.SC.(PI) FCIP, RPP

c.c. Robert Yanowski. G8 Oshawa Investments Limited
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