
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 18, 2022 
 
The Honourable Steve Clark 
The Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
College Park 17th Floor, 777 Bay St 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 
minister.mah@ontario.ca  
 
 
RE: Bill 23  
 
 
Dear Steve, 
 
In your admirable drive to create housing in Ontario, Bill 23 will have grave unintentional 
consequences in Rideau Lakes.   
 
Rideau Lakes uses Site Plan Control on all waterfront development as the key tool to 
implement the ‘soft’, but environmentally critical elements of responsible 
development.  This includes retaining and enhancing naturalized shorelines and 
stormwater management. If the changes as proposed are approved, we are left to 
cobble together indirect and imprecise tools such as site alteration by-laws under the 
Municipal Act to try to achieve protection of existing vegetative buffers.  This will 
frustrate homeowners, builders, and Council.  The path forward and tools to achieve 
outcomes will become unclear and cumbersome.  Alternatively, we will have to abandon 
the broader objectives. The vegetative buffers and the ecological services and value 
they provide will likely suffer. 
 
Secondly, as a small but progressive rural municipality, we rely on the professional 
ecological and environmental expertise and advice of the Conservation 
Authorities.  They are more often than not a positive partner in providing informal and 
formal advice and peer review services in this domain.  If we cannot reasonably draw on 
this expertise, we expect the rigor and balance we are known for in our waterfront 
development decision-making will be somewhat compromised, especially on important 
and high-profile applications.  Alternatives will be to require applicants to wait for and 
pay for third-party consultant reviews – which will come at a greater cost in time and 
dollars. 
 
My Council and I support your objective to get more homes built.  We, however, believe 
that the unintended consequences of the proposed changes for rural municipalities, 
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